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The Young China Party (YCP) is one of several relic varties now centered 
in Hong Kong which, although throughout its history it has opnoged the 
Kuomintangs has not joined the Chinese Communists in the new government. 
The YCP was fount.ed in Eurove about 1923. Its orincinal founders were 
LI Huang (4 f.8 >, YU Chisechu (4 XK 4 ), TSENG Chis (2 =& ) and HO 
Iuechth (4,7 @ 4 ). The main vrincivles of the narty weré, and are, 
democracy and na‘tonalism. 


The YCP original’y onnosed the Kuomintang on the groun’s of Nationalisn, 
snecifically objecting to the vre-1928 inclusion of Communists 1a the 
Kuomintang ani l:.ter objecting to Javanese influence in it. Thus, 
varentheticaily, the YCP has the longest anti-Chinese Communist Party (CCI} 
record of any political grow) in China. The strugsle between the Kuomintang 
and the TCP was ;ontinual from 1923 until 1939. Daring this verioc the YCP 
underwent relenti.ess persecution, but it recruited s considerable membershiv 
in academic circ .es. 


The YCP was active in promoting guerrilla activities in Manchuria after the 
Jananese occupation, and supported the 19th Route Army in the Shrnchai battles 
of 1931-32. Aftcr 1932 most of its leaders tool refuge in Szechuan, where 
they were vrotected by the varlords there, mainly LIU Hsiang and LIU Ven-hui. 
Here they ~ublished thelr own newspaner, organized fuerrilia operations and 
based undergrounc, political work in ell parts of China. They were particne 
larly active in universities, where they enrolled many students end orefessors. 
Many of these were from Southeast Asia, where the: now reside. 


The YOP's voliticeld influence was greatly mllified by the Kuomintang after 
the end of the Pecific War, when the greoter vart of the TOP, led by TSENG 


Chia, TSO Chiuan- sheng and CH'EN Chi-tiien (Pf #& £ ), accented the offer 
of the Kuomintang to cooperate in Joining a multiverty government. A cone 
siderable faction of the party, led by LI Huang and HO Luechih, refused to 
cooverate. This development cost the YCP considerable sunvert, but the 
leaders who favored cooveration were coavinced by Premier COAG Chiun, who 
had been one of the YCF's sumporters during its Szechuan days, that they 
could play a neccessary, reforming role in the povernnent. 
a 


During 1947 and 1948 the cocnerating faction of the YCP was active in 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CLASSIFICATION srerfen 


NAVY NSR3 
AIR | FBr 


== HA 


i 
ee ae nee ae ee ee 


[] Desiacsifind 
Glass, Changed Tex 18 86>) 
Auth.: HR 70.2 

Approved For Release 2002/01/24 : Cl -Baes2légzey 0049001000874 ort 


> 


6 ° 


8. 


9. 


Approved For Release 2002/01/24 : “CONFIDENTIAL 


DENTIAL 


SECEET 29X1A 


CEITRAL INTELLIGRICE aGricy a 


«a 2 os 


the National Assembly and the Legislative Yuon, where they consistently 
backed LI Tuung- jen and on zesed GHIANG Kai-shek and the CC Clique. However, 
they were attached by the balance of the Party as being too close to the 
Kuomintang. Of the coonerating faction, TSENG Ch'4 is in America, and 

TSO Ch'uanechenes and CHIEN Chi-tien are on Taiwan, working closely with 

the Kuominteng. LI Huang is in Hong Kong, atterpting to meke an accomo= 
dation with the Comrunists through the instrumentality of CHANG Ian, 
Chairman of the Democratic League and YANG Shueming (jf! =) ij). HO 
Imechih is in Hong Kong, trying to restore at least sone part of the 

YCP's former indevendence. 


The YCP has always concentrated on buiziding uo its membership in educational 
circles, local gentry (including schoolmasters, district and sub-district 
chiefs and local militia leaters), small landlords and younger and junior 
army officers. It had about 3,000 registered members in the latter group 
in 1938. Many of these were retired at the end of the Pacific War, when 
CHIEN Ch'eng dianissed man, officers not versonally attached to him. All 
of these younger officers had been recruited and indoctrinated by the 

YCP and sent by the YCP to various military academies such as the Yunnan 
Provincial Military College (ahovt 250), Ginling (Nanking) Military School 
(about 350), Northeastern IX Ma tary College (about 1,200), Hangchow Revenue 
Guards Training School (about 300) and the Szechuan Military Train‘ng School 
and 21st Army Officers’ Training School (about 800). 


Centers where the YCP still exercises considerable influence throuch resident 
membership of persons with military backgrounds are: 


@. Sgechnuan == the Let-Ma-Pling-0 (2 8 je ug) area, the northern boundary of 
Szechuan, where the North Szechuan Mountain Defense Corns (Ch'uan Pei 
Shan Fangewel Tub 3:{ 314 uy ij 4a¢ Be) 4s am old YCP military formation, 
and the following hsien: Chungking, Hsin tu, Fu shun, Jen shou, Chiang 
chin, Nan pu, Chien yang and Kuan. Here the YCP has worked with and 
has contacts with the Ke~-Lnoo~Hul. 


>. Honan ~- Vanhsi Asien. 

c. Sikang Province -- Lushan and T'ienchuan hsien. 

ad. Evangtung Province -- Lienshan and Hast River areas. 

e. Kiangsu and Shelciang Provines --- T’athu, Hanhaf and Lungch’uan arenas. 


£. Anhui Provinse -- Taniehshan, esvectally in the vicinity of Lihuang, 
and Tangtu hgien. 


g& UWertheastern Provines ~- Seattered influence mainly com'n: from remnants 
of the extensive, successful anti-Japanese guerrilla overations led by 
YGP members “IAC Kio=hsiu (if aj #4 ) and TENG Tieheret (3) 4H fy ). 

h. Shantune Province ~~ Scattered influence from former YCP anti-Javnanese 
volunteers, 


i. Shensi Province -- Scattered influence from former military subordinates 
of YEN EHsieshan. 


Centers in Southeast Asia where the YCP is influential in the local. Chinese 
cormunity by reason of its membership among educators an? among alunnl of 
Chinese universities are: Manila, Hanoi, Saigon, Jaimrta and Singavore. 


YCP leaders in Hong Kong are in regular contact with some members in Chine 
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promer and in Scutheast Asia, and in occasional and trregular contact 
with many others. 


10. Yor. the present, the Hong Kong activities of the YCP are under the control 


of HSIEH Ch'eng-p'ing (#4 )& -— ) and HO Iu-chih. The greater pert of 
the efforts of the Hong Kong leaders go townrd the vublication of their 
magazine, the Irdevendent Front (Tsunyu Chifen-hsien 4 1 if) £4.) Its 
total cireculaticn is in the neighborhood of 3,000 and its total paid eirene 
lation is in the neighborhood of 2,500. The magazine retails at HkKtO.40, 
of which the distributor retains about HK$0.30. The ten cents received by 
the publishers 30 not cover printing costs. All articles are contributed, 
no payment being made. Shioments of the magazine to Southeast Asia are 
handied by e commercial agency which takes all of the covles it can rete 


1k. In addition to this oublishing entervrise, the Hong Kong leaders are 


occupied in consultation with other YCP members, rolitical liberals without 
specific party affiliation, anti-CC Clique Kuonintang members, Kwangsi 

Clique members «nd similar persons resident in Keng Kong. ‘Their aim in 30 
doing is to attemot to restore the earlier anti-CCP, anti-Kuominteng vcosition 
of the leadership of the YCP. 


12. The avathy of the average political refugee in Hong Kong, engenilered by recent 


developments in China, is not shared by leaters of the YCP, who feel that they 
rast continue to strive for the realization of their voliticn! ideals. A 
draft of a program for their activities, vrenared for their own guidance, 
follows: 


How to Save Democracy in Ching, 


“After having heard the statement ‘U.S. will net give wo China,! and after 
separately and collectively careful considerations arong ourselves, we must 
boldly advance the following vrovosals. 


"A. A Research Institutet will be established with the functions: 


"(1) to enlighten and to foster the fundamental and true ideals of 
Democracy. 

"(2) to study the various phases of political theories and te dig out 
their truth and fnllacy « esvecially of Communism. 

"(3) to prenare to educate the general masses of the vublic in true 
Democracy. 

"(4) to plan and to formulate the volicy of China's Reliberation 
Novement. : . 

"(5) to cultivate and to select nersonnel to direct the above movenent. 

"(6) to supervise the underground movement. 

"(7) it is an elastic organization which is able to house all elderly 
Democratic Liberal elements to form a United Front. 


"3, An United Derocratic Committae®™* will be formed: 


"(1) to unite all the progressive liberal elements who are neither 
pro-Communist nor reactionary. 

"(2) to execute the policy formulated by the Research Institute. 

"(3) te help ani to push the underground moverent on the Continent, 


The Researc Institute is like a combined general staff and the United 
Democratic Jommittee like a general headquarters of an arry. 


"C. Information Organizations: Various Information Organisations in the 
form of Radio Stations, Newananer Publications and various other 
vamphlets aad veriodicals eanecially in Chinese will be estahlé shed 
to tell the Chinese gen-ral omblic the truth and not to be misled by 
twisted pro daganda. 


"D. Democratic adinucational institutions in the Commanist territory such 
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as mi-sion.ry schools must be efficiently ond carefully used as 
the mluces te tench Democracy: 


"(1) The scudent’s burden vill be minimiced so tht it enn de 
renchod by all comron veovle. 

"{2) Scholarshivs will be liberally and generously awarded so 
that it will increase the enrollment. 


"Z. To helv the 'refugees’ to escave from the Communist bondage nd to 
fortify the belief and to strengthen the »osition of those who have 
escaned. 


"Fo. To keep contact with volitical liberals ani military leaters who 
surrendere: to the Communist Government by passive means. 


"G. To awake the general mass of the veovle in the Communist territory, 
eves Communists themselves, to the hidden imerialism behind inter- 
national Comrunism." 


The Hong Kong lcaders of the YCP herve heen considering nossibilitics for 
leadership of a third varty movement. Of fisrt consiteration is LI Tsung=Jjen. 
LI, however, lacks many of the qualiftentions 6f a Dooular leader, When LI 
was elected Vice President, it resulted from a great nooular denand for 

new leadership, change and reform. Many of the delegates who voted for 

LI did at in defiance of instructions from party leaders to su mort other 
candidates. LI. however, never resnonied to this nooular demand. He always 
assessed the vo'itical situation in terms of clique relationshios, and he 
was always so fearful ef the CHIANG that he hesitated to act vositively and 
independently. Thus, much of his following dropved away. LI has a very 
limited imagination, and he 1s very baily a@vised by those closest to him, 
who are injividvels without much lmowledge or understanding of any vroblems 
not relating specifically to Kwangs4 Province. 


There is little hone for finding effective anti-Communist lesdershiv among 
the chiefs of the non<-Comnunist varties oresently a “art of the coclition 
Government. These individuals have been thoroughly tramed by the Cv’ anu 
they have no o™ortunity for indenenient volitical action. They are ate 
tempting to orgenize and work apainst the Communists on a covert basis, but 
unless there is a serious solit of soma Kind in the CC2 it is hard to see 
how they can gain any indevendence by these menns. 


No one of the anti-Kuomintang and anti-CCP nolitical wersonages outside of 
China vrover ha: a significantly large following or qualities of leadershin, 
although many of these individuals have excellent political remtations and 
small followings on whem they enn count. Carson CHANG is regarded as theo= 
retical and irnractical and shows little interest in the practical problems 
which rust be met if any anti-Comrurist movement is te succeed. IU Nenge-yu, 
in common with elmost all the other intellectuals in this group, has too much 
of a theoretical bias ani is much teo cautious. 


Only two of the businessmen who might be nlaced in this catefory have ever 
given any indicetion of interest in leading, or narticivating, in any im 
Yortant way, in an enti-Communist ~clitical movement. These are K.P. CHIEN 
ami Y. T. MEAO. CHA°™R, however, is also an over=cautious individual. He 
would rather affilinte himself with such a rovement then attemot to lead it 

in any very ~ocitive way. MIAO 1s overly concerned with his ~ersonal fortune, 
and his close ties with LUG Yun make him susvect. 


Perhans the most active verson in this category is General SUN Peo~leng, who 
is attercting to vromote his own party, ani to get suoport for it. SUT is 
genérally mistrusted by the other anti-Kuominteng, anti-Communist liberals 

by reason of his vast record. He was once expelled fror the Young China 
Party for revealing perty secrets to the Japanese police. Carson CHANG 
expelled him from the Democratic Socialist Party for unknown reasons, orobably 
for a dbreack of xarty diseinline. Alsc, SUM has close asscetetions with the 
Vharmea Clique, ani through them with CEIATG Kn4teshele, #** 


: | BS e The "Resgesrch Institute" mentioned in the plang 
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heeds some elucidation. This is a device commonly ermloyed in 

Chinese volitics. I¢ will, for ezarvie, be recalled thet LI 

Chi-shen crd PSAT Ting-Kiai had snch an institution during the 

neriod of their exile in Hong Kong. The research institute serves 

many Duroosss. Provaganda-wise, it is a center for the formnlation 

and exoression of the theoretical vositicn of the groun controlling 

it. The imnortance of this sort of activity 4s fenerally undere- 
estirntel by Vestern observers, who do not realive thet what aymears 

fo them as envty, turgid and rhetorical nolitical theorizing usually 

has a tremendons anveal to the Chinese intellectuals to whom it is 
addressed, and that such persons are not wont to act Do litically 

without a theoretical nosition on which to base their acts. Alse, 

the research institute serves 48 8 means for training and indoctrinnting 
politicnl workers, again a procedure more necessary and more imnortant 

in China than in the Vest. The institute also serves as a means to 
sunnort party elders, giving tiem something to do and vaying them noder— 
ately to do it. Such individuals, if they are at all well known, inevi-~- 
tabely atéraet pa; ing students. Some of the latter come of their own 
accord, and others whose families are members of the warty running the 
institute ave sent to study there. Finally, the student bedy of the 
institute serves as a reservoir for varty workers, indoctrinated students 
used in varsy activities in accordance with their cavacities, or sent else- 
where for training. It might be added thet the institute always oublishege 
the writings of 4t8 faculty members, and se serves a3 an orgnn for the 
oronagands rosition of the controlling narty. 


re eI The “united democratic committee" mentioned in the 
nian refers to efforts to associnte the YCP with the Damocratic Secirolists 


and with other anti-CHIANG ana anti-Communist grovns, 30 as to renair sone 
of the damase to the prestige of the YCP occasioned by the develuonents 
mentioned ir. parngravh 4, 


sh Mee mere Tt 1s becoring acnarent thet the YOP, lacking a 
Single leader, is attempting to gather a number of these individuals 


with small followines ani sore status in Chinese »olitics into some 
formal orsanization. Behind this frent the vresent leadershiv in Hong 
Kong would like to consider itself & more oowerfel source which is to 
orevite the imolerentation, the drive, for the rovercnt. 
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